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Narrative ecosystems are  the expression of  an interdisciplinary 

paradigm, which stands to benefit the study of  vast narratives in 

contemporary television series. 



Each narrative ecosystem bears a specific set of  characteristics: 

 

• narrative ecosystems are open systems, inhabited by stories 

and characters; 

 

• they are interconnected and complex structures of  related 

elements; 

 

• they tend to reach and maintain balance over time, as 

sustained; 

 

• they are determined by elements that describe environments, 

characters and relationships, allowing the viewer to 

experience and travel through the narrative universe; 

 

• they consist of  an abiotic component and a biotic one. 



The website of  our research project: www.narrativecosystems.org 
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We parallel biological behavior and the 

movement of  information across technological 

devices, which results in social and cultural 

networks. 

Media Ecology and Apparatuses 

We refuse the deterministic approach 

toward technology, and we aim to a 

paradigm that accounts for the global 

assets of  ecosystems but can also analyze 

the specificity of  individual cases 

Each media product can be considered a 

modular interface which grants access to an 

expandable narrative world, for the users to 

inhabit, explore, and experience 



From Transmedia Storytelling  

to Narrative Ecosystems 

Transmedia storytelling implies that each franchise plans the parallel 

production of  its parts, and requires much coherence among media products 

since it has to avoid both redundancy and information loss. 

 

Narrative ecosystems, on the other hand, are wide, sometimes redundant, 

even incoherent, and produced by the uncontrolled proliferation of  narrative 

fragments in time, space, and the users’ experience. 



An Alternative Idea of  Complex Narrative  

and Television Storytelling 

The experience of  narrative ecosystems implies multiple access points 

to the same narrative, and episodes are interfaces, portals that allow the 

user to access a complex and wide narrative world. 

 

The narrative ecosystem is hence guided by many agencies that can be 

considered as layers, some of  which contributes new content to the 

narrative, others rewrite the same narrative, building anew on the ruins 

of  the previous ones. 



The Gomorrah Ecosystem: 



The Camorra as Ecosystem: 

'O sistema 



Mapping the Criminal Ecosystem 



The Gomorrhification of  the Audiences 



Thank you!  

 

ilaria.depascalis2@unibo.it 

www.narrativecosystems.org 

(= CAN YOU HEAR ME?) 

(= IT'S ALL RIGHT!) 


